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Montgomery County Bail Bond Board

September 4, 2003

Minutes

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Montgomery County Bail Bond Board  was

convened at 12:00 noon on Thursday, September 4, 2003, in the large conference room at the

Montgomery County Library located at 104 I-45 North, Conroe, Texas.

I. CALL TO ORD ER

Edie Connelly, Presiding Officer, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Judge Edie Connelly, Presiding Officer, Justice of the Peace, Precinct Three 

Judge Kathleen Hamilton, 359th District Court

Judge Mary Ann Turner, County Court at Law #4

Gail McConnell, District Attorney’s Designee

Cynthia Benson-Guenther, Licensed Sureties Representative

Barbara Adamick, District Clerk

Darin Bailey, County Clerk Designee

Martha Gustavsen, County Treasurer

Lt. Robert Green, County Sheriff Designee

Benton Baker, Defense Attorney’s Representative

Members Absent:

Vanita Buchanan, County Judge’s Designee

Judge James Cates, City of Conroe Municipal Court

Also Present:

Robert Rosenquist, Legal Counsel

Matthew Thomas, Board Administrator

Presiding Officer Judge Edie Connelly declared a quorum was present.
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III. AGENDA ITEMS

A. READ AN D APPROVE M INUTES FOR MEETINGS HELD  JULY 15, JULY 23

AND AU GUST 7, 2003.

The minutes of the July 15, 2003 meeting were read by Judge Connelly.  Motion to accept the

minutes with a correction of the misspelling of Judge Hamilton’s name was made by Barbara

Adamick and was seconded by Gail McConnell.  Motion passed.

The minutes of the July 23, 2003 meeting were read by Judge Connelly.  Motion to accept the

minutes was made by Gail McConnell and seconded by Barbara Adamick.  Motion passed.

The minutes of the August 7, 2003 meeting were read by Matthew Thomas.  Motion to

accept the minutes was made by Barbara Adamick and seconded by Darin Bailey.  Motion

passed.

B: TREASURER

1. Read and accept report

Martha Gustavsen presented the Treasurer’s monthly Collateral Report as follows:

$2,603,408.16 Total Collateral

$65,605.20 Texas Pool Funds (As shown on report)

Matthew Thomas commented that the report did not reflect $5,000 in collateral for Licensee

Les French because it was posted after the report had been run.  Cynthia Benson-Guenther

requested that the information on her collateral be updated to separate her individual license

collateral from the collateral of Allegheny Mutual Corporation, Cynthia Benson, Agent.  Ms.

Benson-Guenther also commented that the $10,000 collateral on her individual license had

been released awhile back.

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report with the requested changes was made by Barbara

Adamick and was seconded by Darin Bailey.  Gail McConnell opposed the motion to accept,

the motion passed. 

2. Submission of resignation as Vice-Chair

The letter of resignation of Martha Gustavsen was read, no action was required.

C. REPORT FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

Matthew Thomas reviewed and included copies of his response to a Freedom of Information

Act request from Harris County bonding investigator C. E. Shepherd. 

 

Matthew reviewed the M onthly Report of Fees Collected for August, 2003 of $500. 
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Matthew requested the reduction of information that is included in the new and renewal

application packets which are copied and presented to the Board Members.  A license review

worksheet will be provided to supplement the data included in those packets.

D. PRESIDING OFFICER:

1. Discuss recom mendation of the Montgomery County Attorney, and if

appropriate, set hearing date on the following complaints:

a. Complaint of Raymond Stiltner regarding “AAAA Better Way

Bail Bonds”

There was discussion regarding the opinion of Legal Advisor Robert

Rosenquist that this com plaint is not a violation of the Occupations Code.  A

motion was made by Darin Bailey to set a hearing date on the complaint and

was seconded by Cynthia Benson-Guenther.  The motion passed.

b. Complaint of Karen Hubbard regarding “Debra Foster, who is

a bondsman with A-Discount E-Z bonding”

There was discussion regarding the opinion of Robert Rosenquist that this

complaint appeared to be a private contract dispute and that no action by the

Board is taken.  A motion that no hearing date be set was made by Barbara

Adamick and was seconded by Martha Gustavsen.  The motion passed.

c. Complaint of Georgette Lucado regarding “AAA A Betterway

Bail Bonds”

There was discussion regarding the opinion of Robert Rosenquist, Legal

Advisor that a hearing should be set on the Georgette Lucado complaint.  A

motion set a hearing date was made by Judge Mary Ann Turner and was

seconded by Judge Kathleen Hamilton.  The motion passed.

d. Com plaint of Daniel Rice regarding “licensees in their concern

about their lawful representation on the Board of Directors.”

There was discussion concerning the eligibility of the current representative

of the Licensed Sureties to serve on the Board.  A motion to set a hearing date

to review Ms. Benson-Guenther’s eligibility to serve on the Board of Director

was made by Barbara Adamick and was seconded by Darin Bailey.  The

motion passed.

2. Discuss, and if appropriate, take action on request by the Administrator to set

specific hours when the office of the Administrator will be open to the public.

Matthew Thomas provided a schedule of hours the office of the Administrator would

be open to the public (Mon. – Fri.; 9:30a – 11:30a and 1:30p - 4:00p).  The schedule

was for informational purposes only, no action was required.
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3. Discuss, and if appropriate, appoint a committee to research the Local Rules

and make recommendations for appropriate amendments to the Board.

Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Darin Bailey to allow Judge

Connelly to appoint a committee to review the local rules and make recommendations

to the Board for revision, and was seconded by Judge Mary Ann Turner.  The motion

passed.

4. Discuss status of RQ 0075-GA, opinion requested by County Attorney.

Judge Connelly reported that the Attorney General’s office sent a letter stating that

the response will be made within six months.

5. Discuss, and if appropriate approve payment on invoice from Check Point.

Matthew Thomas requested that the District Attorney’s office issue a separate invoice

for the charges related to the Bail Bond Board.  A motion to approve payment of the

invoice from Checkpoint was made by Darin Bailey and was seconded by Gail

McConnell.  The motion passed.

6. Discuss appointment of representative of the defense attorneys of

Montgomery County.

Benton Baker was introduced to the board as the designated representative of the

Defense Attorney’s Association.  No action was required.

7. Discuss and take necessary action regarding “List of Licensed Sureties.”

There was significant discussion concerning the fact that no company names

appeared on the list.  A motion was made by Martha Gustavsen to add the DBA of

the sureties to the list and was seconded by Cynthia Benson-Guenther.  Judge

Connelly voted no to the motion.  The motion passed.

Matthew Thomas stated that revised list which includes the DBA of the each licensee

would be delivered to the Montgomery County jail by Friday afternoon, September 5,

2003.

8. Discuss, and if necessary, set hearing date regarding license status of sureties. 

Item was deferred, no action taken.

9. Consider and take action on process of Board Meetings in the absence of the

Presiding Officer.

A motion was made by Judge Mary Ann Turner to have Gail McConnell act as

Presiding Officer in the absence of elected Presiding Officer.  The motion was

seconded by Cynthia Benson-Guenther.  The motion passed.
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10. Discuss Open Records requests.

A copy of the Judicial Watch request for information under the Open Records Act

was presented to the Board.  Judge Connelly stated that a response would be given by

September 15, 2003.

E. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE

1. Request for the following regarding the Board Administrator:

A Current job description, office hours, phone number and addresses.

Judge Connelly stated that office hours, address, and contact information for the

Administrator had been provided earlier in the meeting.  Judge Connelly stated that a

job and duty description will take more time and that the Administrator needed to

coordinate his activities with the numerous departments.

2. Discuss process of submission proof of disposed cases and clearance of

liability.

Brief discussion and Ms. Benson-Guenther was advised that the previous contacts

were still being used to handle those situations.

3. Request for information regarding process of un-indicted cases and bond

forfeiture system.

Brief discussion and Ms. Benson-Guenther was advised that Peggy Sondeen was still

the contact for the requested information at this time.

F. ADJOURN

A motion to adjourn was made by Lt. Robert Green and was seconded by Benton Baker.  The

meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM.
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